
kick start the week at The Wardrobe. “Kate can make musical 
instruments talk, laugh and even impersonate people, in 
addition to her own hilarious imaginative heightened reality 
comedy sketches,” adds Ellie.

Earl Okin continues the week’s comedy offering with his show, 
Musical Genius & Sex Symbol. Earl is often the headline act 
in many venues around the country, combining comedy with 
songwriting and his talent as an international jazz and bossa 
nova musician. 

Jonathan Gillis’ play The Dreamer adds drama to the festival, 
telling a Biblical story in a modern way. “It’s a story which is 
both ancient and modern; a universal tale of untold heroes 
who strive to preserve their dignity and humanity in the face 
of resignation,” explains Ellie. “Also, the company from Beit 
Zvi, Israel’s top performance academy, will be one to watch. 
The students at this academy are some of the best performers 
in the country.”

Stuart Curtis, leading musician of K-Groove, will return to 
Leeds College of Music where he studied in the 1980s. Stuart 
will perform world jazz, a fusion of Latin, Klezmer and Arabic 
music with his five-piece band. Continuing on the musical 
theme, Alan Harris and friends will stage a variety show 
featuring talent from the community.

STEWART CURTIS

The countdown to the Jewish Performing Arts 
Festival is nearing its climax, with Leeds city 
centre set to welcome 25 top international 
shows from 26th – 30th June. Organisers and 

volunteers are working behind the scenes to 
make sure the festival runs smoothly. “With 
such a wide range of performances and 
new venues this year, the festival will be the 

hottest ticket in town for last week of June,” 
says Ellie Ruhan, festival organiser. 

Young acoustic comedian Jay Foreman, who 
found success at last year’s Edinburgh Festival 
with his hit song Moon Chavs, will perform in 
his witty, sharp musical style. “Jay has been 
labelled a must-see at this year’s event,” says 
Ellie. Meanwhile, the first female comic to 
perform at the festival, Kate Shortt, will 

STUDENTS FROM BEIT ZVI
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TICKETS ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
FOR THE JEWISH PERFORMING 
ARTS FESTIVAL, WHICH IS SET 
TO ARRIVE IN LEEDS FROM 
26TH – 30TH JUNE.
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WIN A THREE COURSE DINNER FOR FOUR 
AT THE CROWN HOTEL HARROGATE

The Place restaurant at The Crown Hotel Harrogate offers 
a wide selection of English and continental dishes, with 

diners able to peruse a range of options from light snacks to 
three course meals in a sophisticated setting. The Place offers 
modern fish, meat and vegetarian dishes such as olive oil crostini 
or smoked haddock and parsley fishcake, and has an extensive 
range of beers, wines and spirits on offer.

The Crown Hotel Harrogate is also home to Henry’s, the late 
night bar which is open to residents, and the Churchill Suite, an 
oak panelled room with stained glass windows where breakfast 
is served. The hotel is a short walk from Bettys Tea Rooms, the 
Turkish Baths and the Harrogate International Centre and has 
114 bedrooms including executive suites, which feature a private 
lounge and a complimentary bottle of wine.

Call 01423 567 755 or visit Crownhotelharrogate.co.uk. 

To be in with a chance of winning, answer the following question:

How many bedrooms does The Crown Hotel 
Harrogate have?

Enter online at Jlifeleeds.com/competitions or by post to 
JLife, Leeds Media Centre, Savile Mount, Leeds, LS7 3HZ. 
Please ensure your entry includes your name, address, daytime 
telephone number and email address where possible. The winner 
will be the first correct answer randomly selected on the closing 
date: 20th June 2011.

Terms and Conditions apply: The prize is non-transferable to cash. 

The prize is for up to £80 to be spent on food and the booking 

must be made in advance. Winners will be notified within 

three working days of the closing date. Maximum one entry 

per person. Entrants’ details will be sent to The Crown 

Hotel Harrogate and entrants may be contacted by 

JLife and The Crown Hotel Harrogate in the 

future. The winners’ names may be printed 

in a future issue of JLife. Publisher’s 

decision is final. 

JLIFE AND THE CROWN HOTEL HARROGATE 
HAVE TEAMED UP TO OFFER A LUCKY 
READER AND THREE GUESTS A THREE 
COURSE MEAL UP TO THE VALUE OF £80.

See all shows and ticket info at Leedsjewishfestival.com or call Makor on 0113 268 0899 for a brochure.
The festival box office is based at the MAZCC, 311 Stonegate Road, Leeds. 
Box office hours: Monday – Thursday 11am – 2pm, and Sunday 11am – 1pm.
Alternatively, book directly with the venue. 


